ToNGUING

Skill at multiple tonguing—primarily double and triple tonguing-—is essential for the well rounded
crumpet player. Without the ability eo double and triple tongue, the trumpet player’s access to many types
of literature is severely limited. The fundamental technique involved is not particularly difficult and can
in fact be taught to beginners. Double and riple tongued passages sound exciting and difficult. It has
been assumed, therefore, that one should wait until an advanced stage of trumpet playing to pursue the
technique. The opposite is actually true. Because fast, clear tonguing is a direct result of—and in direct
proportion to—practice time, to begin practicing multiple tonguing earlier is betzer.

There are three elements essential to successful multiple tonguing technique. The first is to ‘blow out’
syllables (such as tu-ku-tu-ku and tu-tu-feu tu-tu-ku) at gradually faster and faster speeds without using the
trumpet or mouthpiece. Use only tongue and air without vocalization—as if blowing through a straw.
Care should always be taken to keep the notes thychmically even at every tempo.

The second element is to apply the multiple tonguing groups to a single trumpet note. It is critical to
conceptualize one long continuous note being ‘colored” by articulation. Imagine a kitchen faucet turned
on full force. The flowing water is the air stream/long note. By tapping the water stream with your hand
you create an articulation. We are not trying to create articulations by turning the faucet on and off. Nor
do we ever break the water (air) stream. Create articulations similarly with the tongue tapping the air
stream. Touch the roof of the mouth rocking the tongue back and forth between your natural “Tu’ and
‘Ku' syllables with minimum motion and distance to create double and triple tonguing patterns. Speed
cotnes from repetitive practice.

The third element is crucial for performing technical music well, It is the timing and coordination of
tonguing, valve and finger movement as a defining factor regarding the clarity of multiple-tongued music.
Form the habit of banging the valves down firmly with the fingertips. This technique will promote ac-
curate timing while multiple tonguing and will contribute to rhythmic accuracy and clarity in all of your
trumpet performance. It is common to mistakenly interpret a lack of coordination between fingers and
tongue as bad tonguing technique—the problem is often uncoordinated timing,

Note that much of the Arban Method tonguing section is written in the upper register. The a2’
is written in early exercises. Acquiring comfortable multiple tonguing coordination skills is a necessary
prerequisite to multiple tonguing in the upper register. It is not exeremely difficult to multiple tongue on
higher notes, but doing so should be approached in a logical manner and with patience. Do not expect to
multiple tongue on high notes thart are not already part of your consistent upper register. Practice double
and triple tonguing on single pitches in groups of four, six or eight notes proceeding up and down scales
in an easy register. This is a logical and practical approach.

Finally, much of the music in this section is marked with staccato dots. This is an indication of style
more than note length. I is impossible ro play very fast short notes. Think again of the water faucet analogy.
Fast multiple tongued notes are really legato, yet the style is light and flashy.

Although the fundamental skills of multiple tonguing are not terribly difficult, some of the exercises
written in the Arban Method are quite difficult. Two examples are page 182 #41 and page 184 #46. Thesc
studies contain particulatly difficult intervallic movement on the offbeat ‘K syllable. Do not be discour-
aged. These passages are very difhicult for everyone. It secems there is always something more to learn.
— A Vizzutti
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Triple Tonguing

This staccato effect consists of playing detached and evenly without allowing the
tonguing to become either too short or too long. In order to master triple tonguing, the
earlier studies, which serve as a basis for this, should be practiced very slowly.

First the student should try to pronounce with perfect evenness the syllables:

) 3= 8 3= 3 , For greater evenness in
i - 6 | . . -

WASSSSS . = £ —iH  tonguing, it is nhecessary

w ot ku fu tw kn oo ku to f o ku at first to prolong each syl-

lable a little. When greater
precision in tonguing has been achieved, the syllables should then be shortened in order
to produce the true staccato.

The mechanics of tonguing in triple staccato, or triple tonguing, can be easily de-
scribed in the following manner:

In pronouncing the syllables “tu, tu,” the tongue is placed against the upper teeth
and then drawn away, thus producing the first two sounds. In pronouncing the sytlable
"ku,” the tongue is raised to the roof of the mouth to obstruct the throat and is then drawn
away again. This allows a column of air to enter the mouthpiece, thus producing the third
sound.

In order to achieve a perfectly even to-and-fro movement of the tongue, practice
slowly so that the tongue, like a valve, may allow the same quantity of air to escape for each
syllable.

By using this type of articulation, no passage will be too difficult and tone production
on the cornet will be as easy as on the flute. To achieve this, however, the pronunciation
must be perfectly clean and clear. Experience has shown that, for a really good playing
technigue, the syllables must be pronounced “tu-tu-ku, tu-tu-ku, tu” as indicated above,
and not “du-du-gu, du-du-gu.” The latter, it is true, are quicker, but instead of detaching
and detailing the sound, they slur it together.

The tonguing should not be rushed so that the listener is no longer able to distinguish
it: Sufficient speed may be obtained by using the method indicated above. The most im-
portant points to master are clarity and evenness (see studies #1 - 76).

Double Tonguing

This type of staccato effect is extremely useful for playing scales and arpeggios in du-
ple rhythm. In order to achieve precise playing, practice slowly following the same guide-
lines stated for triple-tonguing. First of all pronounce the syllables:

0 N From this, it can be seen
er—r T r r i = i that the tongue performs
& p t — ; L ! ; T

w o kr w ki w ko o kn ot a to-and-fro movement

which is very difficult to do
with perfect evenness. However, once this movement is mastered, the most difficult pas-
sages may be played with all the speed, energy and strength desired.

After practicing all the studies on double-tonguing, the student should review the
studies on scales, major and minor arpeggios, the dominant seventh arpeggio and the di-
minished seventh arpeggio, using double-tonguing. This will accustom the fingers to play
in synchronization with the tongue and will be very beneficial (see studies #77-114).
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The Slur and Double Tonguing

In order to combine slurring with double tonguing, a special type of pronunciation
must be used. The constant use of staccato tonguing without the occasional use of slurs
becomes monotonous. Their combined use results in a pleasing variety of playing, which
also facilitates a faster tempo.

This articulation is achieved by pronouncing the following syllables:

ta a takata a takata a takatakataka ta a takata a takata a ta ka ta ka ta ka

The syllable “ta-a” serves to attack the first note, and the syllable “a” which follows,
enables the player, by prolonging the sound, to slur easily to the second note. This type of
tonguing is indispensable and is used in all types of music (see studies #114-134).

Fanfare Tonguing

Many students, both at the conservatory and elsewhere, who were able to play the
fanfare tonguing on the trumpet, scarcely ever succeeded in playing the true staccato
correctly. From this abservation, one may conclude that this type of tonguing is an ob-
stacle to playing other types of articulations. Therefore, its practice is not advisable un-
til the student has thoroughly mastered the other types. Moreover, fanfare tonguing is
easy to play once the student is able to perform the double and triple tonguing fluently
(see studies #135-143). — ¥. B. Arban
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THE ART OF PHRASING

150 CLAssic AND PoruiAR MELODIES

Arranged by Arban

PROFESSOR OF THE IMPERIAL CONSERVATORY OF Mdsic

Nothing is more important in the art of music than musicality. No facet of performing musically is
more important than beautiful phrasing. Pyrotechnic, speed and flash are meaningless without emotion
and musicality. Everything you play from this moment forward should be played with beautiful phrasing.
Technique should be developed as a tool to express yourself musically. For this fundamental reason, Arban
included the collection of beautiful melodies on pages 210 -- 279 of his Method.

The famous melodies in the 47t of Phrasing section were written by a myriad of composers and
include music from various operas. Minimum dynamic and tempo markings are present. I believe Arban
wanted to encourage the performer to freely add his/her interpretation of the music within certain tempo
and dynamic parameters. You should feel free to experiment with phrasing and dynamics. Reach into
your heart for inspiration even though this music may not be familiar to you. Learn to automarically
apply the colors of vibrato (where applicable), nuance and unmarked dynamics every time you play.
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THE PILGRIM OF LOVE
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GOD SAVE THE QUEEN
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68 DUETS

Playing charnber music—including duets—is a wonderful way to experience the fun of performing

with other musicians. Inconsistencies in intonation and rhythm that may go unnoticed when you practice

alone become very clear when you are playing duets. Obviously it is very important to play accurately and
in tune. Playing duets is a great way to improve on these crucial aspects of performance. [ like to record
duet parts and play along with my recordings. It is great fun and a beneficial process in many ways. Lhighly

recommend it! — 4, Uizzutti
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